Will the narco-terrorist insurrection
in Chiapasbe Mexico's'Sarajevo'?
by Carlos Cota Meza
There arestrongparallelsbetweenthe instigatorsof the uprising in the southernMexican stateof Chiapas,and the Serbian
aggressorswho have unleashedwar in former Yugoslavia. It
is no exaggerationto statethat the l8 masked"negotiators"
of the ClandestineCommitteeof rheZapatistaNationalLiberationArmy (EZLN) representfor Mexico what the Serbian
leadersSlobodanMilosevic and RodovanKaradzicrepresent
to the Bosnian Muslims and Croatianswho have been the
victims of their genocidal"ethnic cleansing"programs-Nor
is it difficult to identify the Mexican "Serbs" among the
zapatistaswithout masks: government"peacecommissioner" Manuel CamachoSolis, and the so-calledmediator Samuel Ruiz.
The objectiveof the ongoing "peacenegotiations"in Chiapasis to alter the Mexican Constitutionso that the existence
of "Indian nations," or "reservn(i6n5"-with their own preColumbian mechanismsof government-may be accepted
within the nationalterritory.What this impliesis thatexisting
municipal and federal governmententities would be supplanted,along with the structureswhich have beenbuilt on
their basisand which have becomepart of Mexico's institutional heritage.
From its first bloody attacks on New Year's Day, the
EZLN has maintainedthat it is addressingan "ethnic" problem. In its first statements,it assertedthat "as Indians, we
needour own autonomy;rve needthat identity, that dignity."
T}le EZLN's "Commander Marcos" has repeatedly stated
thathis movementwants"administrativeandpolitical autonomy in the Indian regions" of the country, and a "reform of
Article 4 of the Constitution, to recognizethe existenceof
ethnic regionswith their own structures.. . . What the comradesare proposing, is a collective governmentat every level." Marcos insiststhat if this problem is not resolvedto the
EZLN's satisfaction,they are preparedto spreadtheir armed
struggle to the north of the country, and even into U.S.
territory.

An attack on the family
The article of the Constitution which the zapatisld.rand
their sponsorshave demandedbe changed, was orginally
drafted to deal primarily with.the/amily as the basisof society: "Men and women are equal before the law. The law
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shallprotectthe organizationanddevelopmentof the family.
Every person has the right to decide in a free, responsible
and informed manner on the number and spacing of their
children." The article was later broadenedto include "the
right to health" and "the right to dignified and decenthousing" for all Mexicans.
And yet, as part of the innumerablegovernmentconcessionsto win U. S . congressional
approvalof theNorth American FreeTradeAgreement(NAFIA), PresidentSalinasstupidly incorporated the following paragraph into the same
Article: "The Mexican nation hasa pluricultural composition
originally upheldby its Indian peoples.The law shall protect
and promote the developmentof their languages,cultures,
habits and customs, resourcesand specific forms of social
organization."
But the zapatistasare not contentwith that. They want to
dismember the historic federatedstructure of the Mexican
republic,andthe municipalstructurealongwith it. They seek
to expungethe preceptthat the family is the basisof society
and representsWesternChristian tradition. And this is no
mere theoreticalproposition; it is already being widely debated, and communist agentshave presentedtheir proposals
to the hesident of the republic.
According to communistArnaldo C6rdova, a specialist
in the Marxist theory of Antonio Gramsci and adviser to
PresidentSalinas, the conflict in Chiapas is not economic,
but "social and political," and can be resolvedby reforming
Article 4 such that Mexico is defined as "a pluricultural,
pluriethnic, and plurinational" country. C6rdova saysMexico must accept"a constitutionalregimen of politically, culturally, economically, linguistically, and socially autonomous ethnic regions, with the total right to self-government
without interferencefrom other institutedpowers." C6rdova
warns that there are two things which the EZLN is not going
to compromiseon: "They are not going to allow themselves
to be disarmed,and they are going to try to force recognition
of themselvesas sovereignnationalitieswithin the national
state."
Maoist agentGustavoEsteva(an old advocateof eliminating structured societies-i.e., the sovereign nationstate-and of returning to primitive social forms) maintains
that "we are forging a new treatmentfor the Indian peoples
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at the Cathedralof SanCrist6bal. . . . This demandsthat we
reconstituteourselves.Our Magna Carta statesthat Mexican
sovereigntyemanatesprincipally from its people. We now
recognize. . . that it emanatesfrom all the peoplesthat make
up Mexico."

War against non-Indians
Just as the Serbian leaders have refused to recognize
the Croatiansand Bosnian Muslims, and haveclaimed their
lands as property of "Greater Serbia," so, too, the zapatistas
have unleasheda war againsteverythingmestizoin the townships where the conflict is centered.
Through public advertisements,the cattle ranchers of
Chiapashave requestedthe intervention of the federal governmentin the faceof repeatedinvasionsof "ranch properties
[where] equipment, crops, and homeshave beendestroyed,
and'cattlestolen-all to the detrimentof the family economy
and that of the nation." The ranchersadd that 3.450 rural
properties,which annuallycontribute24,000 tons of meat,
18 million liters of milk, and other rural products to the
nationalstocks,are at risk. They warn that the attacksagainst
their property threatens"the judicial order, our institutions,
and social peace."
The social discontentof the mestizo population and of
displaced Indians (otherwise dubbed the "other victims of
the conflict") in the battle areasis alreadyevident. Recently,
an enragedcrowd expelled from the town of Altamirano the
presidentof the National Human Rights CommissionJorge
Madrazo, who had arrived in the community to defend the
"human rights" of l0 nuns belonging to the Order of the
Daughtersof Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul, accusedby
the town of being EZLN members. At the same time, the
displacedIndians are more and more publicly insisting that
the Mexican Army intervene in their defense against the
attacksof the zapatistas.

The NGOs' 'splendid little war'
The outbreakof this racial war. which at the momenthas
beenconfinedto Chiapas,wassupervisedby variousso-called
non-governmentalorganizations(NGOs) recognizedby the
United Nations. At the beginning of the so-called"peace
talks," theEZLN's ClandestineCommitteesenta public letter
to the NGOs in which it stated:"We know that the so-called
non-governmentalorganizations havebecomea fundamental
part of the movement for a dignified peace. . . . The NGOs
have remained neutral. . . . We owe our arrival, safe and
sound,at thedialoguesiteto theprotectiveandvigilant mantle
of all thosegood peoplewho, without paymentof any kind,
have dedicatedtheir time, their efforts and their labor to us,
and who are protectingus at the risk of their own lives, freedom, and well-being. We have decidedto entrustour lives
and freedom . . to the NGOs, becausewe haveseenin them
the future to which we aspire,a future [whichl will rendernot
only wars, but also armies,unnecessary."
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The tragicwinter
of 1994 inArmenia
by Haik Babookhanian
The author, a leader of the Union of Constitutional Rightsin
Armenia, is a member of the city council in Yerevanand a
newspapereditor.
The small nation of Armenia this winter has withstood not
only Azeri military aggressionalong the whole border, and
especiallyin Nagorno-Karabakh,not only a political ultimatum from Georgia,but alsobittercold weather.Living under
the Turkish-Azeri blockade, the Armenian population did
not havemuchat theirdisposalin theirbattleto survive:They
usedanythingthey could get their handson for fuel, from the
treesgrowing along city streetsand parks, to furniture and
woodenfloorboards.Especiallyhardwas the fateof hundreds
of thousandsof refugeesfrom Azerbaijan, who miraculously
escapedthe tenifying butchery in Sumgait, Baku, and the
whole territory of Azerbaijan. There were also refugeesfrom
Karabakh and from the territories close to the border, whose
houseswere either occupiedby the Azen Army or destroyed
by artillery attacksand air strikes againstcivilian targets.It
hasbeenas difficult to survive this winter as it was to survive
the 1988earthquake.
The tragedy of the winter in Armenia has shaken the
world. Internationalcharitableorganizations,as well as the
Armenian diasporaand people of good will, startedto organize humanitarianaid. Governmentsof a few countries
joined in. The Armenian nation had high hopesregardingthe
decisionof the Americangovernmentto allocate$ 15million
to Armenia for the purchaseof 50,000 tons of oil, which
should have been delivered by the end of November and
distributedto the most needygroupsof people, suchas families with manychildren,pensioners,and invalids.However,
most of them have not been able to redeem their coupons,
since the date of delivery of the aid has been constantly
postponed,whether becauseof new demandson the part of
Georgia, or the Christmas holidays in the United States.
Finally, the first oil deliveries arrived at the beginning of
February.
The Armenian authorities, like the population, lived on
hopes, and distributed small strategicreservesof oil in December, planning to replenish them once the promised aid
came from the United States.
But that was the end of the international "carrots" for
Armenia,and the beginningof "the stick."
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